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Onr State Constifation: Some Background Information

In 1787, the United States Canstitution sct up  federal system of govemment giving
same pawers to the national govemment and other powers to the stat and local governments.
The USS. Constitntion told cach stafv it must st up its awn govemment and writo its own
constitntion States must have govemments smilar to the federal government, and the people of
the state would elect their representatives. Hlinois became a stafe in 1818 andhad to have its
own constitation before it could become a state. The U.S. Constitation gives certain
responsibiliies to the states. To carmy these out, states have sct up state constitntions. The first
Canstitutin of Illinois was adopted in 1818 by a canvention, which met in Kadkaskia.

In 1848 a new constitation was adogted. This consitation was noted for the increase of
pawer to the people since they could now elect many govemment officials. In 1869 another new
proposal met with success and became the new constitation in 1870.

In 1969, Ilinois voters clected delegates to anew constitntional convention_ The
Canstitution of 1870 had proven to be outdated, and it had been almost impassble to gavem
Tilinois under such a document. A new constitutian was written, adopted in convention on
September 3, 1970, and appeaved by the voters an December 15, 1970. The Constitution of
1970 wentinto farce an July 1, 1971. Thisiis the cumreat consiitation under which Ilinois
fanctions.

The Nlinois Constitution is similar in form tothe U. S. Constitution_ It has a preamble,
axticles which describe the branches of govemm ent their powers andrespansbilities, a bill of
rights and amendments. Same major differeaces are that the federal document only has scven
axticles, but Ilinais has foutoen_ The Bill of Rights in the U. S.is the first ten amendments
which are located 2 the end of the document. In Hllingis, the Bill of Rights is the first article and
amendments arc simply changed in the articles.
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The Preamble

The preamble explains why the Constitusion was writkn. Similar wording to the U_S.
Consiitution can be noticed, bt readers should note the direction © be "grafil i Almighty God
for the civil, political and religious iberty He has permitted us 1o enjoy and seeking His blessing
wpon our endeavors.”

« What cight reasans arc given as the parpase far establishing this Consitation?

Article L_Bill of Rights

= Compare and contrast the linois Bill of Rights with that found in the federal constitution
Make allist of the similarities and differences.

« Sertion 1 contains the phrases “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness” and "inalienable
rights”. What other document from our nation’s history includes these ideas?

« Section 2 guarantees due process and equal protection. What docs that mean?

« Section 8.1 was added in 1992 What was its parpase?

« Sections 18 and 19 contain wording not included in the US. Constitution. Why would the
State include it?

= Accarding to Section 23, haw will these "blessings” endarc?
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« Article Il divides the State govemment into what three branches?

Asticle TIL_Saffrape and Hertions
- How old must a cifizen be in arder to vote?
 How many days must a resident live in llinois prior to the election?
« Where must a persan register to vote?
= Whoiis disqualified from voting?

« What happened in the election of 1876 to prompt the inclusian of Section 57

~How often are elections held for the General Assembly?

Asticle IV_The Legislatare
- Whatis the legislative body of llinois knawn as?

* What are the qualifications to be a member?

= Name the two branches of this body.
« Hlinois is divided into how many Legisiative Districts?
~ How many senators docs Minois have?

« In which Legislative District do you live and who is your Senator 7
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- How many representatives docs Nlinois have?
« In which representative district do you live and who is your Representative 7

« How often must the legislative branch redistrict and upon what is that based?

« Districts must be “compact, contiguous, and substantially equal in pogulation * What does.
that mean?

« Whatis the main purpose of the legislafive branch?
= Which houss has sole power to impeach an Executive or Judicial officer?

« In which house are impeachm ents tried?

= According to Section 9, the Gavemor may reduce a particalar itom. What is this called?
« Sessions must convene cach year an what day?

- Stndy the chart illustrating the process of a bill becaming a law in Mlinois and recopnize the
ifferences between the process in llingis compared to the federal lovel.

Artide V_Exemntive Department

« Name the peaple carrently hol ding the six offices clected by the people of llinais to the
‘Exccutive Branch?
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« What is the term of these offices?

« Stady the information below and know the duties of each Executive officer:

+ Govemar
© Cief Excentive Officer of lindis.
© Makes an annual repart to the General Asscmbly.
© Propases a budget for the State.
© Signs ar vetoes bills passed by the General Assembly.
© Grants pardons and regrieves.
© Nominates State officials.
+ Licutenant Governar
© Performs any duties assigned by the Govemor.
©If the Governar dies suddenly ar is unable to serve, the Lt Govemor becomes
Goverar.
+ Attamey General
© Ceief legal officer of Mlindis.
© Represents the State, State agencics, and State officials in court.
© Cief Law enforcement officer in Minois.
+ Scerctary of State:
© Keeps the official records of the General Assembly and the execntive beanch.
© Licenses drivers and keeps drivers recards.
© Issues vehicle license plafes and fitles, and registers corporations.
+ Camptrolles
 Chief Fiscal Officer for Minois.
© Reviews all bills and payments.
© Pays the State's bills.
© Koeps records.
© Helps set financial policies for the State.
* Treasurer
© Acts as the State's banker.
© Keegs and invests the maney the State receives through taxes.
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« Name the three types of courts in the Illinais jdiciary system.

« Nllingis is divided into how many Fudicial Districts?

« Where is the First District?

- How many justices make up the llinois Supreme Cont?

= How many of those judges must come from the First District?

= How many judges are required for a quorum, and how many must concar for a decision?

« How are Illinois Supreme Court justices selected and how lang of aterm do they serve?

« Though the Supreme Court mainly hears appeals, over what types of rials docs the court

have ariginal jorisdiction?

= How many Appellate Court judges are elected and how lang of a term do they serve?

~ How are Circnit Conrt judges selected and how long of a term do they serve?

« Which court has ariginal jurisdiction in almast all matters and therefore hears the mast

cases?

 What type of judge is appointod and haw long of a torm do they scrve?

« What is the parpase of the Jadicial Inquiry Board 7
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« Define "municipality”
- Read the following summary:
Home Rule

Prior to the 1970 Consttution, local goverrments had only the powers granted specifically
by the General Assembly. The 1970 Constitutional Comvention felt the local governments
must be given more power to deal with the complex problems of wrban life. The new
powers were called "Home Rule” and gave the municipalities the powers to pass
ordinances for the protection of the public heaith, safety, morals and welfare, or, with
certain limitations, to tax and to incur debt without specific legislation from the Genaral
Assembly.

According to the current Minois Constitution, any municipality with a population of more
than 25,000 is automatically a home rule wnit. Smaller municipalities may adopt home
rule by referendum or initiative. The Minois Constitution restricts home rule counties i
thase that have the county executive form of government, which means that the top offcial
is a chief exwcutive officer elected at large. Unlike traditional forms of county government,
the exmcutive form contains a chief exacutivewho is not actually part of the county board.
The chief exerutive has the power to veto ardinances passed by the county board, much
like the President may veto laws passed by Congress. When a county becomes ahome
rulenit, its government becomex more powerful. Cook County is the only one of Minois'
102 conties & have become home rude

The Constitution gives a home rule wnit inharent power over any function "pertaining to
its goverrment and affairs, including, but not kmited to, the power & regulate for the
protection of public healih, safety, morals and welfire; to license, to tax; and &o incur debt.
No subject is "off imits" o local authorities unless the General AssemBly specifically
restricts it Mnicipalitiex may provide for themselves the services they need or desire.
Some of these services are: fire and police protection; culbural and recrestiond facilities;
water and sewer sy ems; strest construction and traffic regulations; building and zoning
regulation.

= From the above infonmation, consider the burden upon the General Assembly to handle
these needs across the state. Explain why Home Rule was added to the constitation_
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- For what can public funds, proporty ar crodit be usod?

* Whatis eminent domain and how does it affect citizens 7

= Whose respansibility is it to prepare the State budget?

« What docs it mean tobalance” a budget?

« What twa roles docs the General Assembly play in regards to State finances?

= What is the role of the Anditor General?

Asticle IX_Roveme
 Who has sole power to raise revenne (collect moncy)?

« Give three examgles described in this Article of what the State can tax_

= Accarding to scction 9b, State debt may be incarred if provided by in a law passed haw?
(give 2 ways)

Artide X_Fdocation
~Each person shall be edocated to what extent?
 The State provides free and public edacation throngh what grade level ?

= What are the daties of the State Board of Education 7

« What types of funding are forbidden?
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= On whom does Secfian 2 place the respansibility of maintaining the healthful cavironment
the State is dutifol to provide and maintsin?

Asticle XIL Militia
 Whom may the State militia call to duty?

* Who is the Commander-in-Chief of the arganized mili

Asticle XIII_General Provisions
- Whoisindligible tohold office?
= To what do thase taking office solemnly swear?
= According to Section 7, what is considered an essential poblic purpose for which funds
‘may be cxpended?
« Branch banking shall be authorized anly by Law approved by what fraction of voting
‘members?

Asticle XIV_Canstitutional Revision

Amendments to the ltinois Cons itution may be proposed cithar by a Constitutional
Convention or by the Generdl Assembly.

- What fraction of the legislatnre and majarity of the voters can call a Canstitutional
Convention?
« How often must a Constitutional Convention be called?

« Whose respansbility is it to propase a convention if ane has not been called in the given
time?
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Coaveation?

« If amendments are made by the General Assembly, what fractian of the voters must
apprave the changes?

« Which Article is limited in the types of changes that can be made to it?

~ What sabjects in that Article can be amended?

Review:

0 Know the years when Illinois bocame a state and ratified her curreat constitution.

0 Be able to give a bricf description of what cach article contains.

0 Be alieto define the following terms: cminent domain, federalism, home rule, municigality

0 Know the qualifications in Dlinois for cach of the follawing: to vote, to hold office in the
General Assembly or Executive Branch, to serve in the militia

0 Know the two houses of the General Asscmbly, how many members cach has, and the
tem of affice.

0 Know the duties of each executive office, the names of those curreatly holding thoso
offices, and the term of those offices.

o Be able to give the tom of affice for differeat types of judges.

© Know haw many jusiices sexve an the Ilinois Sapreme Court and in what types of trial
they have ariginal jurisdiction.

0 Know the process far passing a bill in Wlinos, the required vote to override the Gavemar's
veto, and how Constitutianal amendments may by proposed.

0 Be able tostate the Legisiative and Represeatative District in which you live and the names
of the poople who represent you
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