Research Paper Rubric

Title Page
 Title centered on the appropriate line of the title page

 Title is not in quotation marks, underlined, or italicized

 Title page uses correct font style

 Title page uses correct font size

 Title evokes interest in the reader and makes the reader want to continue reading, but clearly identifies what the paper is about.
 Title pages contains POPs Program

 Title page contains “Mr. Brent L. Johnston”

 Title page contains student name

 Title page contains the correct due date for the research paper

 Title page contains Title of the paper

Final Outline

 Title of research paper appears at the top of the outline

 Title of the research paper is centered

 The words “Thesis Statement:” precede the thesis statement.

 The thesis statement is under the title.

 Roman numeral I is the Introduction

 The last Roman Numeral is the conclusion

 Each Roman numeral is stated as a question

 For every “A” there is a “B”

 For every “1” there is a “2”

 The first letter following each section of the outline is capitalized

 The outline is formatted using the hanging indent or stair step format.

Research Paper

 The research paper is 5-7 pages. 

 The first page has a page number.
 The last name and page number appears on each page after the first page.

 The last name and page number is in the upper right hand corner header.

 The last name and page number are not separated by a comma.

 The “#” symbol is not used before the page number.

 Paragraphs are indented.

 The introductory paragraph is at least three sentences long.

 The last sentence of the introductory paragraph is the thesis statement.

 The paper contains less than 5 spelling errors. 
 The paper contains less than 5 punctuation errors. 
 The paper is focused. (It follows the outline and does not stray from the topic.)

 The paper is clear. (It is not confusing or muddled)

 The paper is typed in Times New Roman 

 The paper is typed at 12 font size.

 The paper is double-spaced.

 The paper does not rely heavily on one or two sources.

 All sources are used approximately the same number of times.

 Paragraphs do not come entirely from one source.

 The paper does not contain contractions 

 The paper is written in active voice

Citations

 Citations are in parentheses.

 The author’s last name is not followed by a comma before the page number.

 Page numbers are given for all print sources.

 Paragraph numbers are given for internet sources.

 Punctuation appears on the outside of the parentheses.

 There is no more than 7 lines of directly quoted material throughout the paper.

 Direct quotes of more than 4 lines are indented 10 spaces.

 There is at least one direct quote.

 Entire sections of the paper are not derived from one source.

 The paper does not rely heavily on one or two sources.

Works Cited

 Student’s last name and page number appear on the page

 Last name and page number are in the upper right hand corner.

 “Works Cited” is centered on the page.

 “Works Cited” is in the correct place.

 “Works Cited” is not in quotation marks, underlined, or in bold

 The entries are not numbered

 The entries are in alphabetical order based on the author’s last name, or if no author, the title of the book or article.

 All the required sources are listed

 The 2nd line of each entry and each consecutive line of that entry is indented 5 spaces.

 Titles of books, magazines, newspapers, etc are underlined or italicized.

 Titles of articles are placed in quotation marks.

Plagiarism—automatic failure of research paper if any box is checked

 There are no internal citations within the paper.

 Student has downloaded, copied, or bought a paper from someone else and turned it in as his/her own work.

 Student has copied an entire article from a website or electronic database and turned it in as his/her paper.

 Student has cut and pasted from several works and called the product his/her own work.

 Student has faked citations.

 Student has citations within the paper that do not match any on the works cited page.

 The student has rearranged the author’s original words (this is not paraphrasing because the student did not put the original words in his or her own words—just merely rearranged them. Example: Because the government has overspent, schools are poorly funded. Student’s Words: Schools are poorly funded because the government overspends.)

 Using the author’s original words but changing the adjectives—this is still plagiarism—the student is using the author’s words but only changing one or two and calling the words his/her own.

 Failing to put quotation marks around directly quoted material.

 Placing quotation marks around directly quoted material and ending the quotation prematurely. (Continuing to copy from the source word for word without putting the rest of the quote in quotation marks.)

 Sources on the Works Cited page are not used within the paper

 Sources used within the paper are not on the Works Cited page

Sources

Book Source #1

Book Source #2

Reference

Periodical

Electronic Source/Website

Additional Sources

