A Vision for America

Persuasive Essay Prompt

Writing Situation

All people have their own unique visions about what society should look like and how it should function.  Many may dream or fantasize about the changes they would make if they were in charge of the world.  You have been granted this power and can make your vision of American society come true.


Think about all we have read, studied, and discussed so far this year (both in English and in U.S. History) and how all of this has affected your perception of the United States and of the American Dream.  What do you think the U.S. should be like?  What changes would you make?  Why would you make them?  How would these changes benefit you?  your family?  your community?  the country?  mankind?

Writing Directions


You are to write an essay describing “A Vision for America” which reflects your vision, hopes, beliefs, values, and dreams for the future of the U.S.


You must persuade the reader that this vision of America is plausible and good for the majority of people in the U.S.  You should show conviction and a sense of purpose as well as communicate your goals clearly and concisely.  Be sure to use the elements of persuasive writing to help convince the reader of your position.


Follow proper essay format and the rules for standard written English.  Remember, you must use at least six examples (direct quotations or paraphrases) from our reading as support.  These examples must be from a minimum of four sources and be properly documented using MLA format.  As always, your essay must be word-processed (using MLA format) and spell-checked!

TO HELP YOU GET STARTED …

Thesis:  (your position/vision)

Intended Audience:  (their bias, ideas, values, etc.)

Reasons (TS)
Evidence/support
Citation

1.
a.





b.




2.
a.





b.




3.
a.





b.




Elements of Persuasion

1. rhetorical questions

2.
repetition

3.
parallel structure

4.
allusion

5.
figurative language

6.
logical vs. emotional appeals

7.
call to action

